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Abstract; In order to improve the ability of identifying and discriminating Brucella strains epidemic in China,
variable number tandem repeat ( VNTR) polymorphism was valued and a new Brucella typing method of MLVA-15
was established. Compared to the traditional Brucella MLLVA — 16 and BruMLSA21 typing methods, the new
MLVA-15 method has significantly improved the ability in differentiating Brucella melitensis strains currently
circulating in China. It can also meet the requirement of infection source tracing back in the epidemiological
investigation of brucellosis. Using different combinations of VNTR loci to improve the ability of identifing Brucella
strains provides a means for the etiological investigation in regions where a single species of Brucella prevails.
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FIHE TR A SO 0 O R S R (B
melitensis ) "> | FLYR S 245 Fb A & QB ( B. abortus ) 1
PEFMATE ICE (B.suis) o T SE AP AT 6 [0 =4
AYRL(1.2.3 B BRI SR AR 3 B, A
AR B AR 80% L) b, A& G E A% 1
o B RST TR L ALA T R 1 o AR G B — PRI
ST 53 7 1R 8 A TG TR S 531 v X A e U
F1 27 8 A U R B 2 A B

H A% G5 1) A 8- EC B R AL 6 5 O e AR B
N 7R XS A v, PRI T LAAZ R 43T Sk S 1) BE 1A
R il ok sz B AL, 27 ST AR S H e
8 4 143 M7 ( Multi—locus VNTR Assay , MLVA )
LA 5 51 20 BT ( multi—locus sequence analysis,
MLSA ) 2 H fif [ B 1 32 %2 00 A 6 QT 4 143 By
Pio BT 16 AR E H B R B 52 ¥ 4 ( Variable ~
Number of Tandem —Repeats, VNTR) i £5 i MLVA
43R5 (MLVA-16) BA B 1 7 9 ) Hi
R U] T sk G R AR A TR 40 S
(14 5 BRREAL 5 R A0 HT (AR 38845 56 R I B
PRIXZMBE 855 s 3 21 D& FK AR 1 MLSA 43
AUJ5 % ( BruMLSA21 ) XA [] Fofr i) A 65 [ B A1 Ak L
AR S RE Sy 7 AR ] — A ) A 6 1
LD AR Y [ S ES R TR = AN R TR R Y
(b A B — H gt % [ U PE 5%, MLVA - 16
BruMLSA21 () KR4 i 7RI H 73 B W pk i I
RS FE I EIA R 28D X Rk X 5
REIE55 , 16 2 A0 s T A1 v XF 9 3 WA 1 7
Ko BT, A BT — A HERE N S A TR E
e ISR R Re I 3 B O i, S R E A 6 43 F Uik
A7 999 27 VR R A3 B TR R (1) 3534 26 R AR S0
1 M#REFE
1.1  VNTR fL & & & A5 kit R A X
Bk Xt 95 A B FCE VNTR A5 17 B8
R FTPEAY . VNTR G e KR A 46 . (1) JIr A i
FEARFI SRR RN B TS 275 T K ( B. melitensis

16M, B.abortus 2308 F1 B.suis 1330) P#AETE; (2)
TE[A]— PCR R 554, it VNTR i s £ RE A
A1 5 (3) VNTR AL 7E A 6 TR AR K 4 b 45 2
GYA 5 (4) T OB RGN, B R e K AR 100 ~
600 bp Z[A], RSk &, TTHAAR R =Pty . M
IRE S Bk 1 3L 4 eh b B sh ) DB S AT
SPUERAE PCR A7 G A A4 TR FRA
) ( Takara) .

1.2 544 MLVA-16 2 A& 7 k& FIH
FoE S B0 51 AR Fh A B DX 43 25 R (rh L 3
) 1A 5 AT 2 e A CEE e g W0 = AL ) X
ANA] MLVA F3 7875 B A7 % LE PP, 3k 26 B A 43
SR F IR EDR R L WL AR CH R TRTES T A AN
) M T, 43 B9 I ] ol 2010-2016 4F , BA — & AL
Felk /B 7k ULk, S PCR ORI 4045 L
TROTTEAH 5 45 AR RS VNTR 754 34 7= W)
Gy, MR T K/ N VNTR A 0 B9 2
JC4%. ] Hunter—Gaston Diversity ( HGDI) $§ 5% 45
A~ VNTR 7 53 (9 Z2 P47 504 Chitp ://www. hpa—
bioinformatics.org. uk/ cgi—bin/DICI/DICL.pl) , 1 FH
BioNumerics 7.6 {4 ] B bk =22 0] (4 3 2 ¢ R b AT
AT, A TR R 2 4R O e AR TR
RN ] ( Takara ) $24E
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A TR/ BB R, 2 Sun M J A 21
AT S AT PCR 7 BRI P, WP 25 2R 5
Brucella MLST 5 45 % i#£ 47 b % ( https ://pubmlst.
org/Brucella/) , X H 318 55 57 FE K 45 0 — >l e
FELME , 7E 21 AN LA A b BT — AN i 457
SR SCh— N9 21 AN 85 1 T 5
HAEERESS  FIF MEGA 5.1 B4 R G HEM
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2.1 MLVA & 7 ke X g RE
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INGEE R BB B E R WL 1, S5
MLVA-16 3BT iEAH L , MLVA~15 43 B4 75 2 (R B
T H 8 A4 VNTR fi #1 ( Bruce04, Bruce09,
Brucel6 ., Bruce30. Bruce42 . Bruce43 . Bruce45 #i
Bruce55) , 55 A0 X ALFE T 7 A K B A 6907 S

( Brucel3 . Brucel5, Brucel7. Bruce24. Bruce72,

BruceVNTR1 #ll BruceVNTRZS) PCR S i 254 4n
T:95 °C 5 min FAEM: SR IG 1T 30 DMEARTY 14

(95 CZEME30 5,60 Ci )(30 5,72 CH#EH 1 min) ,
BJ5 72 CHEH 5 min, 4 CIRAE

£1 MLVA-15 VNIR i 558 %
Tab 1 Information of VNTRs in MLVA-15

VNTR %77

b 3751 ¥ 741

Ik

Qefik

F 2 B PCR 1477

AR B DU
Bruce04 CTGACGAAGGGAAGGCAATAAG CGATCTGGAGATTATCGGGAAG I 8bp—152bp—2u
Bruce09 GCGGATTCGTTCTTCAGTTATC GGGAGTATGTTTTGGTTGTACATAG I 8bp—156bp—Tu
Brucel3 CGAACGATAGACCAGAACATGC TTGAAAGAATCAGATAAGATAAAGCA | 8bp—196bp—2u
Brucel5 GCGGTGTTGTGTCTGTGGATA GCCGTCAGTATCCACGTCATAG | 264bp—-346bp—1u
Brucel6 ACGGGAGTTTTTGTTGCTCAAT GGCCATGTTTCCGTTGATTTAT I} 8bp—152bp—3u
Brucel7 TTTTCACAGGGCATGTTCTCAG CGCGTTTCGATTGTGGAAAATA I} Sbp—110bp—3u
Bruce24 AGGGGAGTATGTTTTTGGTTGC GCTACAAGATCGAAGTGCTCCA I 8bp—146bp—-8u
Bruce30 TGACCGCAAAACCATATCCTTC TATGTGCAGAGCTTCATGTTCG I 8bp—151bp—6u
Bruce42 CATCGCCTCAACTATACCGTCA ACCGCAAAATTTACGCATCG I 125bp—539bp—4u
Bruce43 TCTCAAGCCCGATATGGAGAAT TATTTTCCGCCTGCCCATAAAC I 12bp-182bp-2u
Bruce45 ATCCTTGCCTCTCCCTACCAG CGGGTAAATATCAATGGCTTGG I 18bp—151bp-3u
Bruce55 TCAGGCTGTTTCGTCATGTCTT AATCTGGCGTTCGAGTTGTTCT 1 40bp—273bp-3u
Bruce72 GAAGACGGCTATCGACTGGTCT GTTTCAATGAAGGCGAGGTGAG | 8bp—230bp-8u
BruceVNTR1 GGCGGACAGAGCCGTCGGTGGTTAC CCCGCGCCGGAGATTGTTTTTGATTAATG I 8bp—220bp-6u
BruceVNTR25 GATGCGGGTCGAGGGCCTTGAGAGTG GACAATGGCCGCAAAAGCTTCCGAACC I 15bp—495bp—2u

2.2 MLVA-15 5 MLVA-16 % & 7 &t th & X}
51 BRI [ - A A & ISR 7 B Pk MLVA-15 VNTR
P Z S8 R BR, B T Bruced45 Fil
Bruce55 2 > VNTR {37 i, HoAth T A 47 45 35 22 A
[ FE R Y 2 251 (HGDI=0.077~0.887) (£ 2) ., H
H . Bruce04 . Bruce24 . Bruce30 1 BruceVNTR1 4 >
PR Z AR (HGDI=0.718 ~0.887) , Hi4y 9
AR T A BRI R 2 8P (HGDL=0.077 ~
0.645) . MLVA-15 437175 3 XF TR AR 14 X 43 i 1 BH
WAL, 51 MRATE IRTE 38 51 DR AL, X bR

WERIRCRIRF] 100% ([ 1), MLVA-16 43 %1 7 32
ALK E 28 NFERIRL X B MR B X 433050 55%,
BEHEMT MLVA-15( & 2) . XF T R bk ] 182 4%
KZSHT , MLVA-15 37774 5 MLVA-16 437407
BAAG ARG L EEA —3, A MR MLVA-16
FEHBE 5 A B P (Bruxj20, Bruxj35 ., Bruxj99 .

GS1683 Fll GS1692) 7E MLVA-15 KK LR N
—HE(E 1. & 2) , &M MLVA-15 43805 e AR 2t
PAME MLVA-16 43 97 35t 4% OC R 19 45 17 A R 1
MUz,
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%2 MLVA-15 & VNTIR i 272 51 R ERE P E M
Tab 2 Genetic diversity of MLLVA—-15 VNTRs in 51 B. melitensis isolates

VNTR 44 Fk S HGDI EAF X [H] Max ( Pi)
Bruce04 6 0.718 0.638-0.779 0.451
Bruce09 3 0.078 0.000-0.178 0.961
Brucel3 2 0.113 0.000-0.227 0.941
Brucel6 6 0.645 0.543-0.748 0.529
Brucel5 2 0.477 0.409-0.545 0.627
Brucel7 4 0.581 0.475-0.688 0.588
Bruce24 9 0.886 0.862-0.911 0.196
Bruce30 7 0.812 0.762-0.862 0.314
Bruce42 2 0.077 0.000-0.175 0.961
Bruced3 3 0.416 0.272-0.559 0.745
Bruce45 1 0 0.000-0.130 1
Bruce55 1 0 0.000-0.130 1
Bruce72 5 0.779 0.729-0.829 0.353

BruceVNTR1 13 0.887 0.853-0.921 0.196
BruceVNTR25 2 0.147 0.023-0.272 0.922

2.3 MLVA-15 5 BruMLSA21 4% 77 3 iy b 3%

X 21 AR I 7 25 R R T, 51 MR EFh A QTR
FERRIL A B 4 A4~ 517 (Sequence type, ST) , 435
3 ST8 . ST137 . ST138 #1 ST139, Hith 37 k@ T
ST8,ST139 [& Pk b # # WL (12 #k ), ST138 Fil
STI37 fUA 1 ¥k, 4 AP HI B Z (8] 1Y 25 S AR/, &
=N BE P A AL R A8 5 [ e 1Y, SR W3R [ =
A& IRE A TIRAE A% L2 T RsFII (3R 3) .

R3 SIKRFHAERARTHRE BT

Tab 3 ST designation of 51 B.melitensis strains

JFFIBI(ST)  WHREE csdB ddIA fhaA
137 1 427(C—A) 1(A—G)
138 1 476(G—C) 1(A—G)
139 12 1(A—G)
8 37

3 WEENE

LA MLVA Hl MLSA k3 0 43 4 B 7 i 76 5y
B[S AR R R G 6 R R B EZAEH
MLVA FI A 6 PGB 3 K4 i VNTR A7 5 R 1

FATE R IE L 280, O AN [ #5 DU & 27
G 8 3 BLAE AN [ A B[R] — > o ) AS ) bk | 2 2
], o, MLVA-16 28 05 s de o O %
PG 16 4 VNTR {37 25, 4724 Panel 1 F1 Panel
2 P4, Panell 9 8 A 21 19 Z S PEEAR, (UH T
15015 50 ZR B 1 TR PR 1 S8 ), 2 A 5 [ T A i
K LS50, Panel2 19 8 AN 1 B h S ol
fe AR 22285 3 ] T 3845 OC R 00 1 [) A (B
A ) BERR A S SRl VNTR A s 414 ]
DL A T IR AR 22 0] A 22 53 Fist A5 G & (B [ N
YRR ISR AT AR 19 25 S BE I g B AN 2 o X
F 1= N EFP AR ECE , 16 4~ VNTR (7540 3 M
5 ( Bruce04 , Brucel6 , Bruce30) B A %5 5 £ &1k,
1 M5 ( Bruced3) HAT 8 2278540 Higy 12 M
S Z SRR B A R 20, BF5Ed
MLVA-15 7080 7 MLVA-16 h 8 MREAZ
B IEINT 7 28R AL,
TR A TQ PR AT R R B S SRR T, BT LA A
TLA T 27 U 2 v T A2 Y Y5 R A 45 335 2665 1 38 990 11
Ko
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MLVA1S (<All Characters>)
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Right columns represents isolation location, names, biotype and isolation date
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Fig 1 MLVA-15 cluster analysis on 51 B.melitenis isolates
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Right columns represents isolation location, names, biotype and isolation date
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Fig 2 MLVA-16 cluster analysis on 51 B.melitenis isolates
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BruMLSA21 43 Hr W, 3 [ &R 73 3 Bl A 6 [Q BT It
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ST8) 7' X B bk X I BE 1 KA 48, (H S5 & 4 i
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BRI 70 P BE 130 S AR o T4 498 3 D A B
R FE AT LA i 43 9 07, AE [R] Bsf -t 386 i 3000 B
A RIEGHET . O A A R AR R B
(https://pubmlst.org/) , 8 T4 [E 53 85 B bk =2 6] 1)
A, BruMLSA21 7543145 [ 1 6 QT T bk 1 agt 1%
LML G T A R A S S

BT MLVA 1 BruMLSA21 , 3T 4 5L PR 20
f) SNP 4317572 (WGS—SNPs based typing ) X 7 &
IR T T R B il B PR R 0, T 4k 1 T 3R I A
B ICTE Ui AT T R 1Y 38t A8 22 38 Pk RNk AR OC &R g3
BTt AR ARG I AR 55, 107 1k E R 4K
A PRI AR — BEi A, JEF R [A] VNTR £ 45
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